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Horticulturists welcome Government action on Award Modernisation

The NSW Farmers’ Association has welcomed the Government’s decision to request the Australian
Industrial Relations Commission (AIRC) to re-examine conditions under the Horticulture Award.

NSW Farmers’ Association Horticulture Committee Chair Peter Darley says this decision is an
excellent result for horticulturists, and comes off the back of extensive lobbying by the National
Farmers’ Federation (NFF) and the Association.

“Deputy Prime Minister Julia Gillard has made changes to the Ministerial Request on this matter
overnight, calling for the AIRC to reconsider the Hours of Work and Piecework clauses under the
Horticulture Award,” Mr Darley said.

“This is great news for horticulturists with the AIRC review ensuring our concerns, like increased costs
for producers and a rise in unemployment in regional areas, will be addressed.

“We are particularly welcoming of the decision to review the Hours of Work and Piecework clauses,
as these have the potential to particularly impact growers.

“Under the proposed changes, farmers faced rises in piecework loadings from 12.5 per cent to 15 per
cent,” Mr Darley said.

Under the proposed changes, genuine piecework arrangements would have been removed,
preventing farmers from using important alternative labour sources such as lifestyle workers including
grey nomads.

According to Mr Darley, the changes originally proposed by the AIRC under the Award Modernisation
process may have had a significant negative impact on horticulturists.

“Wage costs may have increased by as much as 30 per cent under the new arrangements, with the
wages paid to fruit pickers, for instance, more than doubling on Sundays and public holidays,” Mr
Darley said.

“This is a critical time for horticulturists, and we encourage all growers to become part of the
Association that is fighting for their future today,” Mr Darley concluded.
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