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Wellington’s Norm Smith

2011 Farmer of the Year

By Caitlin Furlong -
Communications Adviser

2011 Farmer of the Year Norm Smith was
humbled even to be nominated for the
award. When he won Mr Smith said, to
think the judges chose him was an amazing
feeling.

Norm was joined by his wife Pip and their
five children, Norm’s mother and their good
friends, to attend the Urban Paddock event
where the award was announced.

Urban Paddock was part of the NSW
Farmers Annual Conference, sponsored by
Workcover.

Mr Smith runs ‘Glenwood’ a 2800ha graz-
ing property 29kms east of Wellington, in a
way that balances the needs of the environ-
ment, profit, family and community.

Norm is a fourth generation farmer on his
land where Pip and his children help him run
the farm.

The Glenwood merino stud has been
established since 1929. All livestock are man-
aged to minimise chemical use and mulesing
ceased in 2005. Glenwood is 600 metres
above sea level and averages approximately
650mm of rainfall per year which is neither
summer nor winter dominated.

Glenwood runs predominantly a SRS®
merino breeding enterprise including 700
stud ewes and 3500 flock ewes. Norm sells
about 100 rams per year. He has an on prop-
erty sale at Glenwood and is also involved in
multi vendor sales in Wellington and Cooma.

Glenwood also engages in cattle trading
when the seasons allow.

Mr Smith dedicated the award to his father
who passed away recently.

“Number one with Dad was about honesty
and integrity in everything that we do. I'd
like to think about myself as an innovator,
and [ think my father was one as well,” Mr
Smith said.

Innovation seems to run in the family.
Norm Smith’s grandfather was one of the
first farmers in the region to use a plane to
spread super phosphate. Norm’s father was
then one of the first to use a plane to sow
crops.

“Dad loved his toys and he loved being an
innovator and hopefully I'm going down that
same path,” Mr Smith said.

The Farmer of the Year judges certainly
think Mr Smith is heading down that path.
They were impressed with Mr Smith’s inno-
vations relating to farming and the environ-
ment. In blending with the environment,
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Norm ’s sheep are managed in a way that
minimises chemical use.

Norm is also regarded as a leader in the
Central West farming community. He and
Pip completed a holistic management
course through what was then Orange
Agricultural College.

The skills they acquired on that course
saw them pioneer planned grazing manage-
ment on Glenwood. Norm and Pip now use a
rotational grazing system on Glenwood.

The Smiths are focused on emerging con-
sumer trends based on their customer’s
desire for eco friendly products. They use up
to the minute techniques to ensure the inno-
vations they use are effective.
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Primary Industries Minister Katrina Hodgkinson presen’r North Smith with the Farmer of the Year award.

Norm and other graziers in his region com-
menced an early stage land health monitor-
ing program called “Ecocheck.” This pro-
gram monitors paddock changes each year
and has documented very significant
improvements to the health of Glenwood
over many years.

Norm has also been a pioneer in recognis-
ing the important role that native perennial
plants have in the landscape and is a recog-
nised local expert in the community on graz-
ing management of perennials.

Norm is also very active in his local com-
munity. He co-founded a group called WAG in
his local area, which is designed to help
farmers get together and talk about farming
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issues as well as give each other support and
friendship during tough times. Norm isn’t
only interested in farming, he’s been a mem-
ber of the local Rural Fire Service for 20 years
and is currently the senior vice captain of his
local branch. Norm has been president of
Wellington amateur swim-
ming club since 2008.

Mr Smith thanked NSW
Farmers, the Department
of Primary Industries, RAS
and The Land for running
the award.

Read more about Young
Farmer of the Year winner
Marc Greening on Page 3.

INDEX

President’s Column Page 4
Letters to the Editor Page 4
Executive Council Pages 8-9
Industrial Relations Page 14




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


