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NSW Farmers’ Association President CharlesArmstrong has extended his gratitude to ChiefExecutive Shaughn Morgan for the goodstewardship of the Association and its Members,following his resignation.  
Shaughn Morgan has worked for the Associationsince 2004 and has announced that he will nowlook to other challenges in his professional life. “Shaughn has been a great asset to theAssociation at a time when farmers have facedmany difficult issues, and the world has faced afinancial crisis,” Mr Armstrong said.“We appreciate the wealth of experience and

Association thanks Chief Executive for outstanding serviceknowledge Shaughn has brought to the role ofChief Executive over the years and I wish him allthe best in his future endeavors,” Mr Armstrongsaid.
Shaughn’s resignation will take effect fromFriday, 13 August 2010.
Mr Armstrong says the Association appreciatesthe notice Shaughn has given the Board, which willallow it to find a suitable replacement.Mr Morgan’s next career move is still undecided,but he said his love of the farm sector meant hewould find a commercial agribusiness role withanother rural membership body attractive.

NSW Farmers’ Association PresidentCharles Armstrong has declared theProperty Rights Campaign is the numbers the numberone objective of the  NSW Farmers’the  NSW FaAssociation in the lead up to both then in the lea
Federal and NSW State Election. ral and NS

enate Inquiry into Native
From the Senate InquirFrom

tion Laws, and Federal laws on
Vegetation LawV
biodiversity, through to mining legislation
biodiv
and conversion covenants at the state level,farmers in NSW are facing a barrage ofregulation impacting how they run theirfarms. 

“This is an issue impacting Members of theNSW Farmers’ Association every day,” MrArmstrong said. 
“The intervention is overwhelming andsome say, insurmountable,” CharlesArmstrong said.
Since the Property Rights Rally inCanberra that attracted more than 4000farmers, more than 5000 signatures havebeen collected by the Association.“Farmers turned out at the Rally to call ontheir elected representatives for therestoration of farmers’ rights to sustainablymanage and develop their properties,” MrArmstrong said.

“This growing petition is a sign thatfarmers across the State agree with theAssociation that there is a blatant cost shiftand an erosion of property rights in order toachieve public conservation objectives byforcing farmers to retain native vegetationbeyond their normal duty of care andvoluntary actions,” Mr Armstrong said. “From here the Association is leveragingfrom the successful Canberra Rally andsubsequent Senate Inquiry by musteringfarmer groundswell and delivering keymessages to capture the attention ofdecision makers and influencers. “It’s fundamental that our messages areclear and our Property Rights campaigncaptures the attention of the public and inturn our decision makers in MacquarieStreet and Canberra,” Mr Armstrong said. The Association says it will be ensuringthe message is loud and clear that foodg ud and clear that foodsecurity is vital for Australians, and farmers’it i
rights are vital for all Australians.“Governments need to return a farmer’s

By Shaughn Morgan -
Chief Executive Officer

right to farm or provide just termscompensation,” Mr Armstrong said.“Property rights belong to all of us – city orthe bush. Nanny state regulation needs tostop and let the people responsibly managetheir own lives and property.
“Farmers are sustainable managers of theland and the environment and they play avital role in driving regional economies,” MrArmstrong said.
“If governments take away their
“If government t k

fundamental right to manage their land andcultivate a productive sustainable return,then government should compensate them

for that loss,” Charlie Armstrong said.According to the Australian Farm Institute(AFI) productive capacity of Australia needsto be sustained if each farmer is to continueto feed 150 Australians and 650 peopleoverseas. 
Mr Armstrong explained that Association’sProperty Rights Campaign will be focussingon four key components: Strong policy andgovernment relations; strategic media and

government relations; strategic media andcommunications; grassroots membershipaction; and forging strategic alliances.“The Association will be vehementlyadvocating its policy platform to both

Federal and State politicians in the lead up tothe upcoming elections as well as continuingto lodge persuasive submissions to bothMacquarie Street and Canberra,” MrArmstrong said.
A Property Rights Roadshow will beconducted by the Association wherebyfarmers will be explaining their ownpersonal farm experiences to key

p farm experiences to keypoliticians, and the Association willcontinue to run Regional Tours for membersof parliament so that they can personallywitness the impacts of over-regulationdirectly at the paddock level.
The Association President says he willcontinue to meet with key metropolitanmedia on a weekly basis. 
“Increasingly, we see that otherassociations and groups are raising similarconcerns on property rights and mostrecently Divisions of the Shires Associationare resolving to support the Association’srequest for farm property rights from thegovernment,” Mr Armstrong said.“The Country Women’s Association is alsorising to the call, and the Association is inongoing dialogue with other State FarmingOrganisations and Commodity groups.“The groundswell is building - the battlehas only just begun,” Mr Armstrongconcluded.
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President Charles Armstrong vows that the Association will fight for farmers’ property rights.

DON’T MISS EDITION 39 OF THE FARM POST 
AVAILABLE IN THE LAND 26 AUGUST

NSW Farmers’ Association Members can contact the Editor to 
have their edition posted.

Regional  Membership 
Coordinators

NORTH WEST
Stuart Murdoch
PO Box 894 Dubbo NSW 2830
murdochs@nswfarmers.org.au  •  M 0427 437 103

NORTHERN
Gennie Gittoes
PO Box 1786 Tamworth NSW 2340
T 02 6766 9949 • F 02 6766 9929
gittoesg@nswfarmers.org.au • M 0429 180 560

CENTRAL WEST
Rick Bremner
28 Montefi ores Street, Wellington NSW 2820
T 02 6845 3842 • F 02 8081 8220
bremnerr@nswfarmers.org.au • M 0427 773 495

CENTRAL NORTH
Darren Greentree
198 Marsden Park Road, Tamworth, 2340
T 02 6760 9491 • F 02 6760 9458
greentreed@nswfarmers.org.au • M 0427 411 214

CENTRAL
Graham Blatch
PO Box 191, Molong NSW 2866
T 02 6366 9104 • F 02 6366 9105
blatchg@nswfarmers.org.au • M 0427 411 220

CENTRAL EAST
Frances Vella
PO Box 387 Windsor  NSW  2756
T 02 9838 3138 • F 02 8022 1869
vellaf@nswfarmers.org.au • M 0428 228 818

SOUTH WEST
Ben Poynter
Level 1, 381 Banna Ave Griffi  th NSW 2680
T 02 6962 9926 • F 02 6964 2409
poynterb@nswfarmers.org.au • M 0427 773 584

SOUTHERN
Liz Scarlett
Regional Team Manager
PO Box 30 Cooma  NSW 2630
T 02 6453 7111 • F 02 8916 7103
scarlettl@nswfarmers.org.au • M 0428 411 218

NORTH COAST
Michael Burt
PO Box 387, Macksville, NSW 2447
T 02 6564 2355 • F 02 6564 2357
burtm@nswfarmers.org.au • M 0428 228 988
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Early next month, Shaughn Morgan
will step down as Chief Executive Officer,
after more than four years at the helm of
the NSW Farmers’ Association.

At the time his resignation was
announced, the President of the
Association, Charles Armstrong thanked
Shaughn for his dedication and man-
agement of the Association; he added
Shaughn has been a great asset to the
Association through his commitment and
dedication during tough times faced by
Members and the Association over the
past few years.

“There is no doubt Shaughn’s work and
commitment has ensured the Association
has continued to be a strong voice for
Members,” Mr Armstrong said.

A publican’s son from Watsons Creek,
North of Tamworth, Shaughn Morgan
joined the Association as General Manager
Policy and Government Relations in mid-
2006 after a career at the Bar Association,
Clayton UTZ, The Law Society and advisor
to the late Jeff Shaw who was then the
Attorney General and Deputy Government
Leader.

In 2006 Shaughn became Chief Executive
and since then has worked tirelessly to
improve the Association.

One of Shaughn’s major achievements
as Chief Executive has been converting the
Constitution to plain English, meaning the
foundations of the Association were easily
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Giant Parramatta Grass (GPG), or
Sporobolus fertilis, is an aggressive
perennial tussocky grass that is a
declared noxious weed.  It is known
to invade native pastures and
reduce animal production. Its
potential distribution is estimated at
23.7 million hectares in Australia

The naturally occurring fungus,
Nigrospora oryzae, causes a crown
rot in the GPG which has now been
shown to reduce tussock size dram-
atically in the field. 

According to Industry & Investment
NSW scientists based at Grafton,
laboratory trials of a new fungus-
based herbicide to control Giant
Parramatta Grass are showing great
promise. 

“The herbicide is being developed
based on spores of a naturally
occurring fungus isolated from Giant
Parramatta Grass growing in the
Clarence Valley of Northern NSW,”
said David Officer, I&I NSW Research
Agronomist. 

“Laboratory tests have shown a 70
per cent reduction in healthy GPG
leaves seven months after plants were
inoculated with a solution of fungal
spores. 

“Once we have checked that the
fungus-based herbicide doesn’t affect
other important plant species, we will
trial it in the field – hopefully this
Spring.

Industry & Investment NSW
scientists at Grafton along with coll-
aborators at RMIT in Melbourne are
currently working on the develop-
ment of the mycoherbicide based on
spores of N oryzae.  

“Ongoing work to ensure that the
use of a Noryzae mycoherbicide will
not affect any desirable species of
grass or other plant species will build
on field observations,” Mr Officer
said.

“This is encouraging because it
suggests the disease is quite host-
specific.

“Once we are sure it is safe to do so
the next step in the research will be to
inoculate GPG plants in the field and
monitor the disease progress.

understandable for grass roots Members.
He also worked hard to find operational

savings whilst not impacting on the level
of the Association’s service. For example,
he was able to save the Association
thousands of dollars by moving the Head
Office to Goulburn Street.

In recent times, Shaughn Morgan was a
key driver in the amendments to the Land
Access Bill and is continuing to work
tirelessly on the ‘Families Needing
Farmers’ campaign being run by the
Association.

Shaughn Morgan will finish with the
Association soon after Annual Conference.

Once upon a time if you had a political
comment to make, you would have
stood upon a soap box and said your
piece. Today lobbyists, politicians and
social commentators hop on a virtual
soapbox: a website called Twitter.

The social networking and micro-
blogging site, where people ‘tweet’ their
pithy comments about any topic at all, is
a veritable hive of influencers who use
the site multiple times a day.

The clincher being that your comment
can be no longer than 140 characters.

The value of the site for an advocacy
group, like the NSW Farmers’ Association,
is as an immediate and far-reaching
mouthpiece to editors, politicians and
other representative bodies.

Some of Australia’s most influential
newspaper editors and columnists are on

Our turn to tweet
Twitter including the likes for former
Daily Telegraph editor David Penberthy,
The Age political editor Michelle Grattan,
and Channel Nine political editor Laurie
Oakes.

So too the entire population of
Australia’s parliamentary halls, or so it
seems.

And the Association isn’t the first lobby
group to use the cyber-sphere as an
advocacy tool: the Victorian Farmers
Federation, NSW Minerals Council and
Australian Workers Union, are all having
their say on the site that more than 100
million users access worldwide. 

The Association will launch its Twitter
site in coming weeks with a focus on
achieving outcomes in the arena of
property rights in the lead up to the 2010
Federal Election.

With over 100 of the best writers and
reporters entering the Mackellar Media
Awards this year, the judges have a
mighty task ahead of them next week
when they meet to judge the best.

The Mackellar Media Awards are an
initiative of the NSW Farmers’ Association
recognising excellence in television,
newspaper, radio and photographic
reporting of rural issues.

Some big names enter the awards each
year, but that doesn’t guarantee a winning
entry according to judging panelist and
NSW Farmers’ Association President
Charles Armstrong.

This year’s judging panel includes the
Association’s President Charles Arm-
strong, Chief Executive Shaughn Morgan
and three respected media professionals
including university lecturer and author
Harry Dillon, former NSW Press Gallery

Mackellar Media Awards
President Simon Benson (judging the print
categories) and renowned television re-
porter George Wood (judging the broad-
cast categories).

The judges will meet at the NSW
Farmers’ Association head office on
Wednesday to pick the winners of the six
categories. Each winner will receive $2000.

NSW Farmers’ Association
NSW Farmers’ NDRF
NSW Farmers’ Industrial Association
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