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2009 Biennial Goat Conference 

The Goat Committee held their Biennial Conference at the Dubbo Showground on 17 June, 2009. The conference attracted 45 goat producers from around the state, who had the opportunity to listen to a number of guest speakers and provide input into the key policies of the committee for the next two years. 
Attendees heard from a number of industry speakers including the following:

· Bill O'Halloran of the NSW Department of Primary Industries provided delegates with information on the current requirements and the potential future developments of the NLIS (Sheep and Goats). Bill emphasised to delegates that movement documents need to be completed correctly for traceability to work. He also provided an outline of potential future developments to the NLIS such as pink transaction tags and electronic tagging. 
· Philip Lynn of Ausgoat spoke to producers about what the markets are requiring from goat producers and the development of future markets. He said that his company is now flying goatmeat to Jordon on a weekly basis. He also said that there is a big potential to establish markets in China and India although noting it is hard to establish these markets because of the amount of red tape. 

· Peter Schuster of Meat and Livestock Australia gave an overview of the domestic and export goat markets and spoke on opportunities in the goat market. He said there has been an increase in interest from supermarkets, with Woolworths now stocking goat meat and targeting supermarkets in specific demographic regions. Peter said that 92% of goats produced in Australia are exported, with 85% going to Malaysia. Peter also explained how the MLA 37.7c levy per head is divided with 16.7c towards marketing such as trade development and recipes, 10.5c towards MLA Research and Development such as the development of depot guidelines, 4.5c goes to Animal Health Australia and 6c goes to the National Residue Survey. 
· Mohair producer Doug Stapleton spoke on the production of mohair and the changes facing mohair producers. He said that mohair production in Australia is down by 80%. 

· Meat goat producer Margaret Graham gave producers an outline of her experiences in the Goat Industry over the past 50 years. She provided practical information to delegates on how to treat some goat health problems. 

The new Committee met following the conference and elected a new chairman, Rick Gates and vice chairperson, Kathryn Davies. The new Committee will be holding a teleconference in July to discuss the implementation of the 2009 motions. 
Thank you

The Committee would like to sincerely thank Bob Muir and Aled Hoggett for their contribution to the Committee and NSW Goat Industry. Bob was on the Committee for eight years and was the chairman for six years. Aled was on the Committee for two years. 

Results of 2009 Biennial Conference Motions 
Following presentations by the guest speakers attendees discussed a number of motions put forward to the conference. The following table outlines the motions that were discussed and the result of the discussion. 
	Motion
	Result

	M1: That the GIC lead a national campaign aimed at introducing a rolled brand for fresh goatmeat from boer-infused farmed goats under 2-tooth in age and with no SSC (secondary sexual characteristics, i.e. females or castrates).
	CARRIED

	M2: That the Goat Industry Committee urges GICA to ensure that publicly-accessible material available on GICA-controlled websites such as www.goathealth.com.au is

a) accurate

b) informative for Australian goat producers

c) not harmful to our industry, including our export markets 


	CARRIED

	M3: That the Goat Industry Committee request GICA to consider the merits of a regular national goat health audit. Such an audit would:

- collate the most recent prevalence data for relevant diseases from each state

- be conducted no less than every 2 years

- make results available to Australian goat producers

- be funded out of the AHA portion of the goat transaction levy
	CARRIED

	M4: That the Goat Industry Committee request GICA to re-examine the merits of the “rangeland” question on the LPA Goat NVD/Waybill, and consider replacing it with the following:

The goats in this consignment are:

(   free-range

(  farmed

(  lofted

Suggested Amendment:

That the Goat Industry Committee request GICA to re-examine the merits of the “rangeland” question on the LPA Goat NVD/Waybill, and consider replacing it with the following:

The goats in this consignment are:

(   Rangeland

(  farmed

(  lofted


	LOST (Original Motion)
LOST (Amendment)



	M5: That the Goat Industry Committee, through the Association, makes it possible for all Members who are involved in the goat Industry to be eligible to nominate for the Goat Committee.

	CARRIED

	M6: Given continually rising QA costs (including increased NVD costs, NLIS tagging costs, proposed increases in agents' charges, and costs associated with NLIS & LPA record keeping),  the Association lobby GICA and MLA to implement a minimum value of $7/head before goat transactions are liable for the 37.7 cent transaction levy.

	CARRIED

	M7: That the NSW Farmers’ Association Goat Industry Committee investigate the possibility of having different grades and/or classes of chemical card accreditation. 

	CARRIED


FEEDBACK Required 

The Goat Committee requires your feedback on the following question:
Should the goat industry committee pursue Phillip Lynn’s call for the cutting of red tape for goat product to enter the Chinese & Indian markets?
Please respond by either email or fax to Claire Hull hullc@nswfarmers.org.au or fax (02) 82511750
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2009-11 NSW Farmers’ Association Goat Industry Committee: L-R Susan (Floss) Howard, Rick Gates (Chairman), Katie Davies (Vice Chairperson), Sandra Strong and Steve Roots. 
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           Delegates at the Biennial conference
July 2009
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