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Ag in brief:
$17.4 billion is
contributed by
agriculture to the
New South Wales
economy

73,183 people, or
2% of the total
workforce are
employed in
agriculture

Almost 1/3 of
Australia’s farm
businesses are in
New South Wales

80% of land in
New South Wales is
devoted to agriculture

Beef cattle,
horticulture, wool,
cotton and wheat
were the highest
economic value
commodities in 17‐18
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About NSW Farmers
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A profitable and sustainable New South Wales farming sector
The NSW Farmers’ Association is Australia’s largest state farming organisation representing the
interests of its farmer members.
Farmers across New South Wales produce more than $17.5 billion worth of food and fibre every
year, representing around one quarter of Australia’s total agricultural output. Our state’s unique
geography means a wide variety of crops and livestock can be cultivated and nurtured. NSW
Farmers is Australia’s only state‐based farming organisation to represent the interests of farmers of
all agricultural commodities – from avocados and tomatoes, apples, bananas and berries, through
grains, pulses and lentils to oysters, cattle, dairy, goats, sheep, pigs and poultry.
Our focus is not just on issues affecting particular crops or animals – it extends to the environment,
biosecurity, water, economics, trade and rural and regional affairs. We also have an eye on the
future of agriculture; we are advocates for innovation in agriculture, striving to give our members
access to the latest and greatest innovations in research, development and extension. Our industrial
relations section provides highly specialised advice about labour and workplace matters.
Our 100‐plus regional branch network ensures local voices guide and shape our positions on issues
which affect real people in real communities. Members are the final arbiters of the policies of the
Association – through our Annual Conference and elected forums such as Executive Council,
members can lobby for the issues which matter to them and their community to become Association
policy. Our issue‐ and commodity‐specific Advisory Committees are elected by members to provide
specialist, practical advice to decision makers on issues affecting the sector. We are proudly
apolitical – we put our members’ needs first.
In addition, NSW Farmers has partnerships and alliances with like‐minded organisations, universities,
government agencies and commercial businesses across Australia. We are a proud founding
member of the National Farmers’ Federation.
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It’s time for our politicians and political parties to FOCUS on agriculture
The NSW Farmers’ Association calls on the next State Government to underpin a profitable and
sustainable farming sector in New South Wales by committing to:

 Improve the farm business environment and prioritise the Right to Farm,
 Invest to improve infrastructure and connectivity, and
 Deliver regional food hubs and effective supply chains
Putting a firm FOCUS on agriculture as a key pillar of the state’s economy is essential if we are to lift
agricultural production toward the national target of $100 billion by 2030. When agriculture does
well, rural and regional New South Wales does well – continued investment in our regions sustains
agricultural communities and keeps communities strong.
NSW Farmers has identified our top 15 priorities for the agricultural sector over the next four years.
When delivered, they will help to super‐charge agriculture, sustain regional and rural communities
and grow the value of our food and fibre production.
The outlook for agriculture is indeed a bright one. Despite recent challenges with drought and the
climate, our farmers are continuing to grow the value of production and chase new and emerging
markets. Adopting new technology and driving innovation will see this commitment to a profitable
and sustainable farming sector grow now and into the future.
Should the drought deepen, farmers across New South Wales will continue to face challenges,
particularly cash flow pressures. It will be critical that government recognises these ongoing
pressures and the challenges farmers will face in restocking and replanting following viable rain.
Rain will begin the recovery, but revival of rural and regional communities, and the agricultural
sector, will take years.
Food and fibre producers from across New South Wales want their politicians to put their concerns
front and centre – it’s time to FOCUS on agriculture and deliver for rural and regional New South
Wales.

James Jackson
PRESIDENT

Pete Arkle
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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FOCUS explained
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FOCUS is a five pillar plan that identifies key areas where decision makers can influence the growth
of our industry. Lifting profitability and improving sustainability, along with investing in stronger
biosecurity and regional communities, are essential to making agriculture this nation’s next $100
billion industry.
To reach our aspiration of being the nation’s next $100 billion industry, we seek investment in the
elements, outcomes and enablers which can ensure New South Wales lifts the value of its
agricultural production. How we can achieve this is outlined here.
Through a partnership with government, we seek investments in the sector which will grow the
value of production and ensure New South Wales can lead the nation in the value of the production
of our food and fibre.
The five pillars are:

Foundations for a profitable future consolidates recent industry growth, trade and
biosecurity advantages and builds on the solid foundations in the sector

Opportunity through innovation puts productivity at the front and centre of how we
farm by using science, research and innovation to grow farming

Costs down, incomes up places an emphasis on profitability and margin maximisation
in the context of rising input costs, competition imbalances and access to finance

Unlocking regional capacity recognises the need for investment in the areas which
sustain, and are sustained by, agriculture

Stewardship of the land and our environment ensures our farming practices leave our
greatest resource ‐ our environment – stronger, and more resilient, for the future

On the eve of the 2019 State and Federal elections, NSW Farmers is calling for commitments from all
political parties that will FOCUS, and place our agricultural sector, on a firm pathway to the $100
billion industry we aspire to be.
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FOCUS priorities
NSW Farmers’ 15 core priorities for the next State Government are:

Foundations for a profitable future
 $100 million for biosecurity to support efficient systems to manage incursions and
greater awareness and education
 $10 million to legislate a Right to Farm, including through a Regional Planning Act
and tackling farm trespass and illegal surveillance
 $9 million to build food and fibre awareness, benchmark grazing best practice and
support farming systems education

Opportunity through innovation
 $5 million to link the Western Sydney Airport Fresh Food Precinct with regional food
hubs
 $10 million to support export readiness and next generation food production
through the Future Food Systems Cooperative Research Centre
 $50 million to upgrade and enhance efficiency of physical and digital water
infrastructure

Costs down, incomes up
 $60 million to reduce on‐farm electricity costs and establish a regional electricity
innovation fund
 $40 million to increase awareness and support for farm income protection
insurance
 $35 million for stamp duty relief, enhanced farm safety, financial literacy, risk
management and technical skills for farmers

Unlocking regional capacity
 $8 billion for regional development ‐ roads, rail and air, digital infrastructure,
education and connected health services
 $4.6 million to tackle Q‐fever
 Appoint a dedicated Minister for Western New South Wales

Stewardship of the land and our environment
 $50 million to further improve the balance between biodiversity, agriculture and
the environment
 $50 million in additional funding to improve pest and weed management on public
and private land
 $15 million to fund an independent agricultural advocate
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Foundations for a profitable future
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Foundations for a profitable future consolidates recent industry growth, trade and
biosecurity advantages and builds on the solid foundations in the sector.

U

New trade opportunities rely on New South Wales maintaining its strong reputation
for produce that is safe, high quality and underpinned by leading science and welfare‐
based practices. A clearer planning framework, which respects the role and rights of
agriculture is needed – a Regional Planning Act will achieve this.

S

Our priorities
 $100 million for biosecurity to support efficient systems to manage incursions
and greater awareness and education
 $10 million to legislate a Right to Farm, including through a Regional Planning
Act and tackling farm trespass and illegal surveillance
 $9 million to build food and fibre awareness, benchmark grazing best practice
and support farming systems education

$100 million for biosecurity to support efficient systems to
manage incursions and greater awareness and education
NSW Farmers is calling for $100 million to deliver a suite of measures to better address
biosecurity risk and protect the profitability of our agricultural industries. Lifting
awareness of the value of biosecurity, better connecting and resourcing first responders
and managing key biosecurity risks to industry are the key priorities for this funding.

Enhancing Biosecurity Systems
NSW Farmers is seeking $50 million to enhance the state’s biosecurity systems to ensure they remain
world leading and to strengthen our reputation for delivering high quality, clean, green and safe food
and fibre.
Agriculture depends on export markets to absorb the bulk of production, and to underpin prices and
returns to farmers. Effective biosecurity systems guarantee our farmers’ products access to export
markets; currently these systems are under pressure as the market demands higher assurances. There is
a need to modernise the state’s biosecurity systems so that importing country requirements can be
satisfied, ensuring local producers’ access to these vital export markets.
The investment would deliver modern and world‐class traceability systems, increase surveillance and
monitoring programs that proactively detect biosecurity threats, provide evidence of disease freedom,
and also enhance data collection, analysis and accessibility.

9
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Resourcing first responders
NSW Farmers is calling for the Local Land Service (LLS) and the Department of Primary Industries
(DPI) to be given a further $20 million to more effectively detect and respond to an outbreak of an
exotic animal or plant disease or pest in New South Wales. The establishment of a ‘biosecurity flying
squad’ is proposed, which can be deployed to assist DPI staff and other first responders in the swift
management of a disease or pest following detection.
With one fifth of our agricultural produce being exported, dealing quickly with a biosecurity
incursion is essential to its swift eradication and to maintain market access for our fresh produce.
Our biosecurity is a key competitive advantage – we must protect it.
Beyond the damage an exotic disease would cause to local producers and communities, it could
close access to international markets for other agricultural commodities; subsequently becoming
disease free would not automatically re‐open the door to trade. Our international competitors
would act swiftly to force our primary producers out of the market. Adequate resourcing for first
responding agencies is essential to quickly eradicating an exotic disease and protecting our
industries.

Awareness and education
A $20 million public awareness campaign is needed to build greater awareness of biosecurity and to
ensure the wider community upholds their general biosecurity duty, for the benefit of the
environment and our agricultural industries.
On 1 July 2017, the new Biosecurity Act 2015 came into effect, providing for a ‘general biosecurity
duty’ for all citizens, along with a ‘tenure neutral’ approach to the management of biosecurity risks.
The major changes outlined in the new legislation have not been supported by public awareness‐
raising campaigns.
There are significant and enforceable penalties in the new legislation that many citizens are unaware
exist; fewer still would know of, or understand, the requirements they have to manage their
biosecurity risk. NSW Farmers believes a major public awareness campaign is urgently needed to
safeguard our state’s biosecurity and preserve our sector.

Managing fruit fly
NSW Farmers is seeking $5 million over four years to support a community trapping and education
program for Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF). The trial, proposed for the Griffith region, would include
communication material for residents and two rounds of mass trapping (occurring approximately
three months apart).
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The Griffith region produces large quantities of citrus for both the export market and domestic
consumption. A requirement of these markets is that no QFF is detected during the growing and
harvesting seasons. A community trapping program would achieve the following:
•
Assist the horticultural industry in monitoring for QFF
•
Educate the community on the importance of biosecurity and the damage of QFF
•
Show community support for its local agricultural industries
•
Help reduce the presence of QFF in backyard fruit trees
Since 2015, Victoria has operated a successful QFF trapping program which focuses on areas with
large incursions of QFF. The program includes information about QFF and encourages residents
within the identified regions to hang traps and amulets, sent to residents, to assist in supporting the
local agricultural industries. Two traps are sent to residents, the BioTrap and Amulet, which are
used to attract and kill male and female fruit flies before they mate and produce eggs.
Additionally, we propose a New South Wales Fruit Fly Action Plan to mirror both the state and
regional approaches implemented by Victoria through the development of regional plans for the
North Coast, Mid‐North Coast, Sydney Basin and Central Coast, Central Tablelands and Lachlan, and
the Riverina fruit and vegetable producing regions.

Flying fox netting scheme extension
NSW Farmers is seeking $3 million over the next four years to allow the remaining orchardists who
have not accessed netting to protect their properties against ongoing flying fox incursions, and to
allow orchardists the opportunity to better plan the installation of netting for their business. With
flying fox populations being identified in new locations, ongoing vigilance to manage these invasive
native species is essential to preserving our horticulture industries.

Neglected and abandoned orchards
NSW Farmers is seeking ongoing funding to continue the management of neglected and abandoned
orchards across the state. Through the DPI, much has been achieved through engagement with
landowners to reduce the prevalence of abandoned orchards – this work must continue to ensure
our multi‐million dollar fruit growing industry is not placed at risk by pests harboured in neglected
trees. An ongoing investment of $2 million over four years will see this valuable work continued.
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$10 million to legislate a Right to Farm, including through a
Regional Planning Act and to tackle farm trespass and illegal
surveillance
A Regional Planning Act, fit for purpose farm trespass and unauthorised surveillance laws
and support for rural living are at the heart of NSW Farmers’ $10 million election ask to
preserve the Right to Farm.
NSW Farmers is calling for the Right to Farm to be legislated in a Regional Planning Act, ensuring that
agriculture’s place in our economy and our community is forever protected against inappropriate
development. The Act should aim to reduce land use conflict and preserve our most productive
agricultural land for farming purposes. We also seek an enforceable offence of farm trespass and fit‐
for‐purpose legislation to deal with drones and unauthorised, illegal surveillance to protect farmers
from activities threatening their businesses.

A Regional Planning Act for New South Wales
For small lot farmers in peri‐urban areas to broad‐acre croppers in the Western Division, a consistent
planning framework and a robust trespass and surveillance regime linked to an inalienable Right to
Farm, is essential. To support this, NSW Farmers is calling for the New South Wales Government to:
 legislate a standalone Regional Planning Act which recognises the Right to Farm and the
need for agriculture to coexist with other land uses and industry purposes,
 introduce fit for purpose rules and tougher penalties for farm trespass and illegal
surveillance,
 through the LLS, work with local government areas to invest in improved community
education and engagement to build a deeper community understanding of compliant
agricultural practices and life in a rural/agricultural community. This should be conducted
on a regional basis, rather than being local government area‐specific, to ensure greater
consistency across a region,
 develop workable and independent complaint resolution mechanisms in which the needs of
agriculture are adequately understood and represented, and
 engage with NSW Farmers, peak industry bodies and research and development bodies such
as Hort Innovation Australia, to develop industry best practice guide frameworks.
The NSW Right to Farm Policy, produced in 2015, states that the Right to Farm is:
“a desire by farmers to undertake lawful agricultural practices without conflict or
interference arising from complaints from neighbours and other land users.”
Agriculture and other developments can, and must, coexist. As our cities and residential areas
expand, conflict with longer‐term land uses such as agriculture will occur. How we manage these
conflicts is important to ensuring we can continue to grow safe and quality food and fibre.
Education about the role of agriculture in our community and our economy is essential to conflict‐
free coexistence.
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The growth in environmental zones (also known as e‐zones) is unreasonably restricting agricultural
activities, particularly in coastal communities. This was recognised as an issue by the Coalition
Government as long ago as 2012, yet these zones still exist. A Regional Planning Act must prevent
the mandatory adoption of e‐zones on agricultural land consistent with preserving the right to farm.
Whether it is in greater western Sydney, in growing coastal communities or in expanding regional
centres across the state, agriculture is continually coming under pressure from conflicting demands
for land use. Encroachment of non‐agricultural land uses into agricultural areas, often long‐standing
and productive, is impacting our ability to grow food in areas long‐associated with agricultural
activity. From mining and exploration through to renewable energy facilities, farmers want to
ensure that our most productive agricultural land is preserved and improved for the future.
A recently released survey of Right to Farm issues in local government areas, prepared by the
University of Technology Sydney, found that:
 up to half of complaints about land use practices by farmers were ‘nuisance complaints’ and
related to compliant agricultural activities,
 most complaints occurred during the summer months,
 many complainants were unfamiliar with the realities of living in an agricultural community,
including issues such as odour and noise,
 complaints about agriculture are impacting the agricultural industries in those communities,
and
 without action, there are concerns that smaller agricultural operations will become unviable
and encourage investment in other communities or parts of Australia.
The survey was commissioned by the Department of Primary Industries following lobbying around
Right to Farm from NSW Farmers. It highlighted the need for deeper and more effective
communication about the realities of living in an agricultural area – education and engagement from
the level of local government compliance all the way to the household and farm gate. Education
needs to focus not just on the role of agriculture in the community, and common concerns like dust,
odour and noise, but also be linked to:
 road safety around agricultural machinery and equipment;
 the effectiveness of non‐lethal pest management strategies, such as netting and gas guns;
 vegetation and landscape management; and
 deliveries of materials for use on‐farm and the odd timing of them.
For regional planning legislation to be effective, it must be underpinned by a proper understanding
of what best practice looks like and be informed by science and research. Understanding best
practice, and what that looks like in reality, is essential to ongoing community support for locally
grown food and fibre. Together with Hort Innovation Australia and peak industry bodies, NSW
Farmers wants to engage with the New South Wales Government to ensure that best practice guides
are informed by a farmers’ practical understanding of agriculture and industry’s needs.
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Illegal surveillance
More must be done to deal with the scourge of farm trespass and illegal surveillance. Current
legislation in New South Wales is insufficient to properly deal with these issues – at present,
unmanned aerial vehicles, or drones, can be flown over a private farming business, illegally gathering
information about the business and its operations. This information is often then used by activists
against the farmer. Activists who illegally enter private property appear undeterred by the
inadequate penalties which currently exist for these offences.
A more robust and fit‐for‐purpose framework is urgently needed to prevent illegal activist activities
which stymies farm productivity, threatens our biosecurity and leads to increased business costs
arising from the activists’ illegal behaviour. Tackling rural crime is a key concern of our members –
farm trespass and unauthorised surveillance remain significant unresolved issues that must be
addressed.
NSW Farmers has previously advocated for the drafting of special legislation or regulations between
the Commonwealth and the states to deal with drones, empowering local law enforcement
authorities to take action when illegal activity is taking place. We have also called for stronger
penalties for the use of illegally‐obtained footage and enhanced education around farming systems.

$9 million to build food and fibre awareness, benchmark grazing
best practice and support farming systems education
NSW Farmers is calling for $9 million to support a grazing best management program
(BMP) to support science‐based farming systems alongside improved education in our
schools to teach the next generation about how agriculture works and the origin of their
food and fibre.
Key to the success of the agricultural industry is the community understanding what farmers do to
produce the high quality products freely available in supermarkets, butchers, bakeries, delicatessens
and fruit and vegetable stores across the world. Awareness of the journey of food and fibre is
essential to community acceptance of farming systems and practices, including animal husbandry,
safe chemical use, land management and the availability of a skilled workforce and affordable
innovations to grow the sector. Linked to this, too, is the cost of our farming systems and the
relationship between farming systems and prices paid for produce.

Food and fibre education in our schools
At a cost of $4 million over four years, NSW Farmers believes it critical for the Government to
provide seed grants to support the establishment of new agriculture‐technology networks of
teachers in rural and metropolitan schools. Potentially these networks would be supported by a
dedicated expert attached to each of the Department’s Educational Services teams that were
established across the State under the Blueprint.
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The future of a vibrant, sustainable and productive primary industry sector depends on a
knowledgeable and supportive community. Agribusiness is critically important to the Australian
economy but is rarely identified in curriculum areas of STEM, economics, English, geography, civics
or other social sciences. Digital technology and advances across most fields of science are
transforming production practices and making agriculture more sustainable and efficient. Advances
in manufacturing, logistics, and e‐commerce are shortening supply chains and enabling Australia to
tap into premium export growth markets for food and fibre.
The trajectory of agriculture as a respected and valued profession is dependent on attitudes to
agriculture and agribusiness that are based on science and facts. These facts are the natural province
of the classroom. There is an important place for agriculture with respect to the disciplines of
history, culture, science, political and international affairs and professional development.
Broad community understanding of the primary industries sector is low. The most recent school
student survey by the Australian Council of Educational Research into awareness of primary
production showed that 43 per cent did not link science to primary production; and 55 per cent did
not link innovation to primary production. However, there is no doubt that teachers in primary and
secondary schools consider it important to engage students on topics relating to food and fibre
production.
The Government’s Rural and Remote Education: A blueprint for action outlines a significant
commitment to both support students across the state to better access a range of curriculum, and
importantly, support for teachers to build capacity and capability through networks and professional
development.

Grazing Best Management Program
NSW Farmers is requesting that the Government invest $5 million to establish a grazing BMP
program. The program would concurrently boost farmers’ business performance and enhance on‐
farm productivity, while creating a mechanism to demonstrate sustainable use of natural resources
and high quality animal welfare practices to the community.
Farmers are continually striving to improve their on‐farm practice and business performance, and
this is undertaken in an environment of lower margins and increasing consumer requirements. The
Grazing BMP program would allow for farmers to pinpoint the opportunities for improvement,
through benchmarking current practices against industry standards, based on the best available
science.
There is also increasing pressure on farmers to clearly prove their environmental and animal welfare
credentials. The program would produce aggregated data that would clearly demonstrate farmers’
good practice and stewardship to supply chain partners, consumers, the community and the
government.

15

O
C
U
S

F

Opportunity through innovation
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Opportunity through innovation puts productivity at the front and centre of how we
farm by using science, research and innovation to grow agriculture.

U

To increase the competitiveness of New South Wales’ agricultural produce, within
Australia and overseas, we need the knowledge, systems and coordination to drive
innovation in our food systems, leading to greater development of value‐added food
products and greater efficiency throughout our supply chain.

S

Our priorities
 $5 million to link the Western Sydney Airport Fresh Food Precinct with
regional food hubs
 $10 million to support export readiness and next generation food production
through the Future Food Systems Cooperative Research Centre
 $50 million to upgrade and enhance efficiency of physical and digital water
infrastructure

$5 million to link the Western Sydney Airport Fresh Food Precinct
with regional food hubs
NSW Farmers is calling for $5 million to study regional food hub opportunities and the
smart logistics and intermodal solutions needed to connect the agricultural economies of
New South Wales with international freight routes for premium goods, including the
future Western Sydney Airport.
Almost all of New South Wales’ fresh produce is grown outside the Sydney basin, with most of it
trucked long distances along already crowded roads to markets in Sydney. Most goods that arrive in
Sydney are in a raw state, with value‐adding often taking place in factories in western Sydney before
they are exported or distributed locally as finished products. This inefficiency weakens our regions
and is placing added pressure on supply chain and logistics infrastructure. It also tends to skew
future infrastructure investment towards bulk transport, rather than toward the more rapid and
agile solutions to efficiently move finished, value added goods.
The creation of advanced agrifood clusters linked to rapid freight hubs ‐ ‘regional food hubs’ ‐ in
locations such as, but not limited to, the south coast, Albury, Griffith, Orange, Dubbo, Tamworth,
Armidale and Coffs Harbour is key to the supply chain transformation needed to build scale in
booming global markets for premium and fresh goods.
NSW Farmers has strongly supported the development of the Western Sydney fresh food precinct
and the concept of the Western Sydney Agriport, equipping the new airport to be an export hub for
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fresh and premium regional value added products. Investment in Western Sydney, however, is only
part of the solution. The proposed study will consider the whole of New South Wales as a linked
food production, manufacturing and intermodal logistics system.
Industry clusters deliver major synergies to stakeholders: these include local ecosystems of
specialised skills, stronger industry‐to‐industry relationships, streamlined supply chains and
supportive local government policy. The Netherlands, New Zealand, Canada, the USA and many
other nations have demonstrated how coordinated investment in food industry clusters can
underpin supply chain efficiency and the development of distinctive, regional brands and
specialisations.
Backing innovative manufacturing clusters closer to the farm gate helps grow regional communities,
reduces costs for transporting raw materials and encourages regional collaboration to create jobs
and opportunities. As such, it creates a pathway to achieving decentralisation and regional growth
targets.
The study will predominately focus on:
 the mapping of current and future production capability and logistics needs, including what
goods are grown where and how they can be most efficiently supplied to markets and
export destinations,
 whether new and emerging opportunities for food clusters in particular regions can be
realised, so that new, sustainable and profitable industries can be developed regionally for
consumers located locally and globally,
 inputs required, such as energy, water, processing and the freight needs of goods grown and
manufactured regionally, and
 ability to leverage existing ‘locally grown’ campaigns and food tourism campaigns to build a
stronger brand for Australian‐grown produce exported to the world within hours of it being
picked and/or packed.

$10 million to support export readiness and next generation food
production through the Future Food Systems CRC
NSW Farmers is calling for $10 million to support the establishment of a $185 million
Future Food Systems Cooperative Research Centre (CRC), with its research focussed on
igniting food regions, developing smart indoor cropping and using science and technology
to improve the future of food manufacturing.
Our bid, one of six shortlisted, includes more than 70 partners from around Australia. New South
Wales‐based partners include industry partners RuralCo, Perfection Fresh, Costa, Oz Medican, Sumo
Salad and Mountain Blue, alongside the Department of Primary Industries, Horticulture Innovation
Australia, the Liverpool, Armidale and Coffs Harbour local governments and RDA Sydney. Our
research partners are the University of NSW, Western Sydney University, University of New England,
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Queensland University of Technology, Murdoch University, Charles Darwin University and the
George Institute for Global Health.
A chief focus for the CRC will be lifting the proportion of value‐added agricultural products which are
exported from Australia – at present, 88 per cent of the food and fibre grown in Australia is exported
in a raw state, allowing others to value add and create significant additional value. By developing
smarter and more innovative ways of value adding in regional areas, in particular, we can lift the
value of our agricultural production and the value of our agricultural exports.
With a co‐investment by the New South Wales Government, the CRC can prioritise investment in:
 regional food, industry and growth planning, with an initial focus on western Sydney, Coffs
Harbour and Armidale,
 urban design, planning and circular economy solutions for the Western Sydney Fresh Food
Precinct at the new airport,
 fresh food logistics tools to support rapid export of perishable premium goods, and
 skills and technology transfer by supporting traineeships, research and scholarly
development programs.
Industry clusters and ‘place based innovation’ are central to the CRC delivery model. By building
shared infrastructure, a local ecosystem of specialised skills and shorter supply chains, significant
synergies, innovation and efficiencies can be established. Through exemplar food hubs in New
South Wales, Western Australia and the Northern Territory, the CRC will design and demonstrate
food industry facilities which are fit for purpose.
The CRC will also investigate ways to improve the reliability of supply chains, including the faster and
more efficient movement of fresh produce from the paddock to the plate. Demand for traceable
food, in which the ‘food journey’ can be verified by compliance authorities and end users, is a
growing opportunity for food and fibre producers in New South Wales. The opportunity of the
Western Sydney Airport and fresh food precinct, along with regional food hubs, presents us with a
unique opportunity to revolutionise supply chains in this state and establish a clear competitive
advantage in target export markets.
Finally, the CRC has a focus on reducing costs associated with doing the business of
farming. Improving profitability and productivity, protecting the provenance of the produce and
maximising the end value paid for the product are essential to the business of farming. Evolving
them to the next generation of farming systems, including digital platform‐specialised food
production will give Australia a share in a growing market for premium foods. It is estimated that, by
2025:
 the global health and wellness market will be worth A$3.4 trillion,
 the quality assured fine foods and health‐focussed pre‐packaged meals market will be worth
up to an estimated A$3.6 trillion, and
 foods targeted at addressing particular and specific nutrient needs, health concerns and
other ‘personalised foods’ will be worth up to A$770 billion.
This is an area of enormous potential for Australian agriculture, giving us the opportunity to leverage
our strong brand and reputation for quality, safe produce and add significant additional value to the
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output of farmers across the country. The CRC bid is central to unlocking the full potential of
Australian agriculture to exceed our $100 billion target by 2030 and setting Australia up to be a
modern, premium food bowl for a growing world.

$50 million to upgrade and enhance efficiency of physical and
digital water infrastructure
NSW Farmers is calling for $50 million in funding over four years to upgrade physical and
digital water infrastructure to enhance water efficiency. This includes funding to support
the Great Artesian Basin and storage solutions for water along the north coast. Any
additional water made available through efficiency upgrades must be prioritised for
agricultural purposes in New South Wales.
Enhancements to water efficiency can be realised through upgrades to physical and digital water
infrastructure. NSW Farmers is calling for funding towards these upgrades across both on and off
farm physical and digital water infrastructure. Water is a highly valued resource, therefore it must be
used as efficiently as possible. Over the last 15 years farmers have achieved enormous efficiencies
in their water use and are among some of the most efficient water users globally. It is essential that
farmers continue to have access to sustainable and affordable water now and into the future.
The sale of Snowy Hydro provided $6 billion for regional New South Wales. NSW Farmers would like
to see a portion of this funding invested in enhancing water efficiency through the upgrade of
physical and digital water infrastructure. By making more water available for agriculture, farmers in
the state can invest with greater certainty and look to diversify their operations.
Through improvements to river and irrigation company infrastructure, gains in water efficiency can
be achieved. Upgrades to river barrages and weirs as well as the lining or piping of open irrigation
channels can prevent loss of water through seepage and evaporation. Maintenance of dam
infrastructure along with increasing dam capacity have the ability to increase water efficiency and
security. Through improving the efficiency of water storage and supply we can increase the total
amount of water available to all water users. Additionally, innovative use of environmental water
and improved efficiency of environmental watering can reduce the environmental demand for
water.
Past on‐farm water infrastructure programs have contributed greatly to enhancing water efficiency
through improved irrigation layouts, infrastructure and innovative solutions to minimise water loss.
These on‐farm infrastructure improvements have allowed farmers to be more productive, ensuring
that every drop of water goes towards producing a crop. Continuing to provide funding for on‐farm
infrastructure works will allow further enhancements in water efficiency throughout the entire
irrigation system, making more water available for use in agriculture.
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Great Artesian Basin Sustainability initiative (GABSI) funding arrangements
The GABSI has had great success and widespread support in improving the efficiency of bores within
the Great Artesian Basin. Further funding support is now required to continue to improve the
pressure of the resource, controlling more bores and installing piping.
NSW Farmers is calling for $4 million from New South Wales to match half of the Federal
Government’s $8 million commitment for the Interim Great Artesian Basin Infrastructure Investment
Program (a contribution to be shared with the Queensland Government).

An integrated rural water information scheme
NSW Farmers is calling for $3 million over four years to improve the way information about rural
water usage is collected.
Recent controversy around transparency in water licencing, allocation and extraction has highlighted
the need to upgrade technology and ensure that both farmers and government have confidence in
the water information systems that underpin licencing and allocation. This would involve a business
analysis to identify how improved water information and smart metering at farm scale could
improve transparency for all stakeholders.

Distributed storage solutions for managing water along the coast
A comprehensive study, supported by $1.8 million from New South Wales, that identifies risks,
opportunities and cost‐effective infrastructure solutions is required for managing destructive rainfall
events and improving the water resilience of the coastal regions.
Episodic high rainfall events on the eastern fall of the Great Dividing Range are a source of significant
cost to landowners and communities and also of significant water wastage. Sites for new large
public storages are limited; however, there is scope for a network of smaller storages on private land
in the heavily dissected hinterland terrain that would function both to control high rainfall events
and to supplement coastal water supply.
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Costs down, incomes up

O
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Costs down, incomes up places an emphasis on profitability and margin maximisation
in the context of rising input costs, competition imbalances and access to finance.

U

Farmers in New South Wales operate in an environment of rising electricity costs and
restricted access to water. Utilities reform is required to create better certainty and
drive down costs.

S

As the business of farming becomes more complex, supporting farmers to broaden
their business management skills will be vital to achieving profitable outcomes.
Our priorities
 $60 million to reduce on‐farm electricity costs and establish a regional
electricity innovation fund
 $40 million to increase awareness and support for farm income protection
insurance
 $35 million for enhanced farming skills including business development,
financial literacy, risk management and technical skills

$60 million to reduce on‐farm electricity costs and establish a
regional electricity innovation fund
NSW Farmers is calling for $60 million to be invested to reduce the cost of electricity for
farmers to lift on‐farm productivity and profitability, innovation and efficiency on farms
across the state.
The cost of electricity has nearly tripled in the past decade, particularly for business and commercial
users, placing significant cost pressures on farmers. Regional and rural users already pay 25 per cent
more than users in urban areas, creating significant economic disadvantage.
The electricity network operated by Essential Energy is the single largest cost component of
electricity for regional users. Opaque and uncompetitive retail markets conspire with network costs
to ensure that farmers do not get the best deals available in the market.
To address this, NSW Farmers is calling for:
 a reduction in network costs by writing down Essential Energy’s regulatory asset base by an
initial $250 million over five years. The Essential Energy electricity network has $3.3 billion
of unutilised assets, which generate regulatory revenues that consumers must pay for. This
adds $250 million per annum in costs for electricity for regional users. NSW Farmers is
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calling for a rolling program of asset write downs, at $50 million per annum, reviewed every
five years. This will provide significant price reductions for regional electricity users.

C
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establishment of a $60m Rural and Regional Energy Investment Fund to promote
collaboration between regional end‐users and Essential Energy to ensure a smooth
transition to a more decentralised regional electricity network through innovation and cost
mitigation. The regional electricity system is in transition. We must ensure that this
transition provides the most cost‐effective provision of electricity within New South Wales.
For regional and rural users this means promoting a greater reliance on decentralised
electricity systems. The Fund would be used for co‐investment in decentralised energy
resources that help reduce network costs, or energy efficiency programs that mitigate the
need to upgrade capacity in local distribution assets.



implementation, in full, of recommendations from the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) Retail Electricity Pricing Inquiry. If implemented, the
recommendations will reduce electricity prices by at least 20‐25 per cent Australia wide by
2020‐21, bringing significant cost relief to Australian households, businesses and farms.

S

$40 million to increase awareness and support for farm income
protection insurance
NSW Farmers is calling for the New South Wales Government to champion the
development of a risk management insurance market in Australia by implementing the
recommendations of the 2017 Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART)
investigation into multi‐peril crop insurance, including $40 million for rebated premiums,
and to work with the Commonwealth and other jurisdictions to implement a national tax
incentive scheme for farm income protection insurance products.
To encourage the development of a risk management insurance market in Australia, NSW Farmers
calls for:
 reconsideration of the findings of the IPART and implementation of the recommended
temporary rebate to encourage the development of a commercial farm income insurance
market in New South Wales;
 better education of farmers, rural businesses, lenders, insurers and others about the
potential benefits of farm income protection insurance to farm business’ operations; and
 engagement by the New South Wales Government with the Commonwealth Government
and other jurisdictions to investigate the development of a national farm income protection
insurance market, particularly through tax incentives.
The risks associated with farming continue to increase; the recent drought has highlighted the
climate risks associated with agriculture and challenged even the most prepared farm business.
Building greater resilience in the farming sector is essential to managing future droughts – risk
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mitigation products are available but they are expensive because the market remains
underdeveloped in Australia.

C

NSW Farmers has long‐championed a role for government to partner with the agriculture sector to
develop a viable risk management framework for agriculture. Through farm income protection
insurance products, for example, farmers can insure their future income based on long‐term
production, reducing reliance on government assistance in times of need and building their own
business resilience. IPART’s report acknowledged the infancy of the domestic farm income
insurance market and endorsed government assistance to more fully develop a functional insurance
marketplace.

U

NSW Farmers believes that more can and should be done to explain the potential of farm income
protection insurance to primary producers. IPART considered that the present high‐entry price may
reflect farmer uncertainty about the potential benefits of the products available, reducing the
number of policy holders and leading to a higher premium.
A state‐based rebate will encourage producers in New South Wales to consider farm income
insurance products. However, we acknowledge that a longer‐term solution rests in the development
of a comprehensive, national approach to market development. We therefore call upon the New
South Wales Government to champion the delivery of a national tax incentive scheme, of between
150 and 175 per cent, for farm income protection insurance products, and lead its development
through the processes of the Council of Australian Governments.

$35 million for stamp duty relief, enhanced farm safety, financial
literacy, risk management and technical skills for farmers
Assisting our farm businesses to become safer, more affordable and better able to
manage innovation and risk is essential to growing the agricultural sector. NSW Farmers
is calling for a $35 million package to support farm business skills, tackle unfair taxes and
to build resilience and capacity across the 30,000‐plus farm businesses in New South
Wales.

Stamp duty relief
NSW Farmers is calling for $20 million to extend stamp duty relief to those farmers looking to
purchase their first farm. In New South Wales transactional costs, such as stamp duty, are some of
the highest in the country.
Stamp Duty is a significant contributor to the cost of vehicle registration, non‐farm specific
insurances, and property purchases. NSW Farmers opposes stamp duty in all its forms. In particular,
we believe that removing stamp duty from purchases that assist young people who wish to start a
career producing food and fibre must be a top priority. Stamp duty is not payable during an inter‐
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generational transfer of land between members of a family, but it does apply when a farmer seeks
to buy their own first property from a neighbour or non‐family member.
NSW Farmers considers that young farmers are significantly disadvantaged in relation to other ‘first
home buyers’ as they are not accorded the same exemptions as those purchasing homes zoned as
‘residential’ even though by their own endeavours they are adding to the local, state and national
economies.
Recent data on farm sales is difficult to access. However, in 2014‐15 there were 3,825 transactions
of farms in NSW, at an average value of approximately $3,000/ha. While land values have risen over
the last 3 years, we conservatively estimate that between two and five per cent of these
transactions are young farmers (under 35) entering their first farming enterprise. Using an average
farm size of 1400 ha, the cost of foregone stamp duty to the Government would be in the order of
$20 million.

$9.5 million to enhance farm safety
Farmers are disproportionally represented in workplace accidents. On‐farm accidents increase the
cost of doing business and can devastate families and communities. Over the past four years, NSW
Farmers has argued strongly for programs and funding that support farm safety, including rebates
that can assist farmers to make their businesses safer.
Shearing safety rebate: NSW Farmers is calling for a commitment of $5 million to improve safety in
shearing sheds by providing a rebate of up to $500 per stand to reduce the significant cost impost of
replacing ‘unguarded’ equipment, including older overhead shearing equipment and older‐style
electric plants with exposed moving parts and no anti‐lock technology.
Improving on‐farm health and safety: NSW Farmers is calling for $2.5 million for a two year program
aimed at improving on‐farm work health and safety practices, developing practical work health and
safety materials and tools, aligned to Australian Standards, to aid farmers to create safe systems of
work. This funding would also allow for this material to be user tested with the support of new farm
safety consultants to work in partnership with farmers to develop best practice for on‐farm safety.
Quad Bike Safety Improvement Program: NSW Farmers is calling for $2 million to extend and
embed the Quad Bike Safety Rebate. The current rebate has been effective in reducing the numbers
of fatalities and serious injuries arising from quad bike accidents involving farmers, farm workers and
farm visitors by aiding farmers to upgrade to other types of vehicles, or to install roll‐over protection
systems to their bikes. NSW Farmers is calling for an extension of the two rebates of $1000 each to
implement harm prevention measures in the workplace through training and purchase of approved
helmets.
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$5.5 million to enhance digital and financial literacy and improve farmer’s
technical and risk management skills
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Building farmers’ digital, financial and risk management skills is a key priority for NSW Farmers. We
seek $5.5 million to deliver a farmer‐focussed skills package to build capacity in the sector.

U

For many farmers in New South Wales digital literacy is increasingly challenging due to the ever‐
changing telecommunications environment. Farmers are seeking accessible and transparent
information and resources to develop their digital literacy so that they can confidently participate in
the digital world and better utilise technologies to maximise economic benefits.

S

The complexity of telecommunications delivery has become one of the largest challenges for
customers trying to understand what is available. The complexity relates to what is available, what
it will deliver, where it is accessible and from whom, and the diversity of plans across all
telecommunications services. Building an unbiased, objective knowledge base that aids farmers to
become informed consumers will significantly reduce frustration and lessen the digital gap between
metropolitan and regional consumers.
While farmers seek to embrace advances in technology and technological services, there is a lack of
transparent information, resources and skills development support to provide relevant, independent
information to meet their personal and professional needs.
NSW Farmers proposes an Australian‐based digital literacy service hub to be located in a regional
centre supported by an online presence, staffed by personnel with technology, product and service
expertise; who can work with farmers to address the geography and distance challenges facing those
living and working in regional and rural areas.
Additionally, many farmers have limited formal or post‐school education to enhance their financial
literacy and therefore operate effectively in an environment of risk management.
Government is increasingly requiring participation in formal learning, that while beneficial in raising
the educational levels of the nation, in reality may have little benefit for the individual small business
owner, who is a farmer. We do not call for this policy to be rescinded – rather, we are seeking
flexibility in delivery of vocational short courses that are easily accessable and tailored to the needs
of the farming sector by identifying where the need lies and adapting teaching and learning
appropriately to the learner.

27

F

Unlocking regional capacity

O
C

Unlocking regional capacity recognises the need for investment in the areas which
sustain, and are sustained by, agriculture.

U

Productivity gains and increased market penetration relies on improving enabling
infrastructure; more efficient transport and fast and reliable connectivity must be the
outcome from any investment.

S

Attracting and retaining skilled workers and their families relies on the provision of
quality services and social infrastructure, and the amenities that can make regional
towns a great place to live.
Our priorities
 $8 billion for regional development ‐ roads, rail and air, digital infrastructure,
education and connected health services
 $4.6 million to tackle Q‐fever
 Appoint a dedicated Minister for Western New South Wales

$8 billion for regional development – roads, rail and air, digital
infrastructure, education and connected health services
NSW Farmers is calling for an $8 billion investment in regional communities that will
ensure a lasting legacy of fit‐for‐purpose infrastructure for the 21st century.
The next New South Wales Government will be well placed to develop world class infrastructure
across regional New South Wales to kick start a significant period of economic growth as a result of
long‐term leases for utility infrastructure and the Snowy Hydro legacy fund. With such a war chest
NSW Farmers seeks the adoption of principles to inform infrastructure development that not only
respond to the needs of today, but position regional and rural New South Wales to deliver economic
benefit to both domestic and international markets.

Road, rail and air infrastructure
Too often the focus for infrastructure investments in New South Wales has been on developing
north‐south corridors to move people and produce to the markets, including to the Sydney air and
sea ports for distribution interstate and overseas. With increasing congestion in the greater Sydney
region, significant improvements to east‐west road and rail corridors, and strengthened access to
connected road, rail and air services to underpin the development of regional hubs, must be a
priority for the next, and successive, governments.
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As a consequence of technology and safety improvements, the way people and freight move is
changing, and the demand for timely and certainty of delivery of fresh food and produce is more
critical than ever. As a priority NSW Farmers is calling for commitments to:
 maintain existing funding, with indexation, to the Fixing Country Roads and Fixing Country
Rail programs
 upgrade regional rail to ensure 25 tonne total axle loading on all regional main lines to
reduce supply chain and freight handling costs associated with moving food and fibre from
the paddock to the port, and to maximise economic benefits and economies of scale arising
from the Australian Government’s Melbourne to Brisbane Inland Rail
 ensure that the Melbourne to Brisbane inland rail delivers the maximum economic benefit
and opportunity for communities across regional New South Wales
 remove impediments for the rail transport of grains and other commodities and improve
access to the Port of Newcastle
 work with local governments and their road managers to identify, assess and rectify pinch‐
points and timber bridges that restrict movement of high productivity vehicles and oversize
over mass agricultural vehicles within and across local government boundaries and wider
regions.

Central West to Western Sydney in less than three hours
NSW Farmers is calling for a commitment to the goal of a sub‐three hour freight journey between
Orange and western Sydney, with funding of $2.5 million to investigate ways to achieve this
objective. Cutting the time it takes to cross the Blue Mountains will reduce the cost of freighting
commodity agricultural products and allow for improvement to the just‐in‐time supply chains
needed for the export of premium goods via the Western Sydney Airport to consumers in Australia
and the world.
To achieve a sub‐three hour journey, NSW Farmers is calling for:
 expedited development of an express way linking the Bells Line of Road to Sydney’s major
road freight infrastructure networks
 exploration of the role of digitisation and automation in improving the efficiency and
reliability of corridors
 optimisation of existing transport corridors, with integrated strategies for freight and
passenger movements.
Eighty per cent of New South Wales’ agricultural produce comes from west of the Great Dividing
Range, yet the transport corridors linking western New South Wales to ports in Sydney, Newcastle
and Wollongong act as a significant barrier to further growth.
The Great Dividing Range, often referred to as ‘the sandstone curtain’, has always acted as a barrier
between regional and metropolitan New South Wales, particularly for the transport of food and
fibre from paddock to market. The potential value of New South Wales’ agricultural production is
severely hamstrung by the quality of the supply and value chains that service it.
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The central west is one of New South Wales’ premier agricultural regions, with a gross value of
production of close to $2 billion per annum, or 13 per cent of the region’s economy. It also hosts a
vibrant food processing and manufacturing sector, with a strong emphasis on local produce and
wine that has spawned a strong hospitality and night time economy in regional centres such as
Orange and Bathurst.
Now is the right time to consider investing in upgraded, modern carriageways and rail corridors that
can improve the transportation of food and fibre from western New South Wales to the markets and
ports of the eastern seaboard.

Regional Food Hubs
Infrastructure delivery must also be a catalyst for broader regional development. There are
additional opportunities in regional New South Wales to attract investment and achieve synergies
between farmers, manufacturers and service providers, backed by active support from local and
state governments.
The vitality of the movement in regional New South Wales towards distinctive regional brands and
artisan manufacturing is indisputable. For example, clusters are emerging in the Bega and south
coast, Orange and the central west, Griffith and the Riverina, Lismore and the Coffs Harbour/Port
Macquarie regions.
NSW Farmers believes a systematic approach to supporting regional food industry clusters is key to
achieving commercial scale and critical mass. It also offers a credible pathway to achieving
decentralisation and regional growth targets. The world is on the cusp of a leap in demand for high
value, trusted and specialised foods. Our farmers can grow the goods – a food cluster approach is
essential to capturing a larger share of the end value in regional communities.
A commitment to a major study is required to identify:
 the distinctive baskets of high value goods that groups of regional farmers and
manufacturing partners can most sustainably and profitably produce, including
opportunities to shift to different crops and production systems
 specific production, processing, energy, water and freight needs of the targeted goods
 opportunities to align local planning and approval processes alongside transport, energy and
freight infrastructure investment, and tourism and regional marketing and branding
strategies.
The study, which must be industry led, would draw on existing data available from industry and
involve collaboration between government, community and industry stakeholders.
Further information on this initiative is contained on page 17 ($5 million to link the Western Sydney
Airport Fresh Food Precinct with regional food hubs).
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Education, health and telecommunications infrastructure
The building of schools and hospitals are vital for the health and wellbeing of regional and rural
areas. A plan of work to deliver world class services to those outside the major metropolitan areas
must be delivered to keep faith with regional residents. Equally important is the delivery of place
based services, including tele health and online education, to make sure that the health and
wellbeing of residents of regional New South Wales is at least equivalent to those in cities and major
regional centres.
To ensure that no one is left behind, NSW Farmers is calling for the state government, together with
the Australian Government, to redouble its commitment to upgrading access to
telecommunications, data and voice services in rural and regional New South Wales. At its most
basic this requires adequate funding to reduce and eventually remove mobile black‐spots, along
with a focus on ensuring internet and data services are accessible to all, delivering the speed and
bandwidth equatable to metropolitan users.
Technology based connectivity is not a luxury – it is an essential tool for business for farmers large
and small, and for our primary producers to continue to produce high quality product with global
market demand, it must be reliable and available to all.

$4.6 million to tackle Q fever

NSW Farmers is calling for the New South Wales Government to tackle the scourge of Q
fever in agricultural communities through investment in grants to support Q fever clinics,
raised awareness of the disease and farm planning guides about the purpose of
vaccination.
Q fever continues to be a major concern for agricultural industries and the communities that support
them. Farmers, their families, and communities at risk of Q fever still report issues with the
affordability and accessibility of the Q fever vaccine in regional areas. NSW Farmers is calling for
government investment into protecting against this disease, which disproportionately affects people
in rural areas and animal industries.

Community Q fever clinic grants
Some rural GP practices in areas such as Guyra and Coonamble have developed Q fever clinics in
partnership with other organisations including NSW Farmers’ branches and the Red Cross. This is a
positive step toward increasing vaccination levels but has so far seen limited uptake. This is further
exacerbated as community groups and GPs are often unsure about how to secure funding for clinics.
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Clinics will generally reduce the cost of testing and vaccination by providing guarantee of demand
for a practice, allowing the practice to match their stocks of the vaccine and testing material to this
demand. In a clinic situation, multiple patients can be tested from one vial of the Q‐VAX skin test.
Outside of a clinic, some GPs will require a patient to cover the cost of a whole Q‐VAX skin test vial if
it cannot be used for other patients during the safe storage period of six hours. A new human
vaccine is currently in development, but greater protections for the community are required before
the new vaccine is commercialised.
The development of a grant program, through which local communities or medical practices can
apply for co‐funding for Q fever clinics, would assist in decreasing costs for patients and give
practices certainty when considering running a clinic. Community groups could also offer in‐kind
services for advertising and coordination.

Continuation of the Q fever awareness program
Continuation of the Q fever awareness program is essential to track the effectiveness of public
awareness leading to an increase in vaccination levels and, ultimately, reducing infection
notifications. NSW Farmers requests a continuation of the Q fever awareness program to ensure it
is effectively targeted to people at risk.
Given an initial funding commitment of $200,000 for a Q fever awareness program in 2018, we
propose the government commit to extending the program at a cost of $150,000 per annum to
allow for effective face‐to‐face engagement with farmers and others at risk of Q fever, as well as
monitoring effectiveness. NSW Farmers can facilitate attendance for NSW Health staff at local
branch meetings and assist with identifying opportunities for community engagement across the
state.

Q fever farm planning guide
NSW Farmers anticipates that the current Q fever awareness program is likely to increase the
community’s awareness of protecting against Q fever through vaccination and on‐farm risk
management.
A number of agricultural development applications in various states have been rejected or
overturned on the grounds of perceptions about an unacceptable Q fever risk to surrounding
communities. Where proposals for new farms, feedlots, saleyards or abattoirs are required to go
through a development application, there is a lack of public information on how to meet community
health concerns. NSW Farmers suggests that NSW Health, SafeWork, DPI, and the NSW Department
of Planning and Environment develop a guide for applicants to minimise risk and meet planning
requirements. This could be incorporated into relevant planning guidelines, including the proposed
Regional Planning Act.
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Appoint a dedicated Minister for Western New South Wales

NSW Farmers is calling for the appointment of a dedicated Minister for Western New South Wales to
champion the interests of those beyond the Great Dividing Range and to ensure the interests of
industries such as agriculture have another voice around the cabinet table.
Western New South Wales provides significant economic and social value to the state. While less
densely populated that the metropolitan areas that cling to the coast, its value of land and natural
resources are an important part of what makes New South Wales unique.
Across and within various terms, successive governments have given and also removed a senior
advocate for Western New South Wales. The current Government has appointed a Minister for
Regional New South Wales and, while this is welcome, the focus of the Minister is stretched. There
is no doubting that any position that advocates at the most senior levels of Government is beneficial.
However, having one advocate does not recognise the unique qualities that each region contributes.
If Western Sydney can have its own minister, then western New South Wales deserves one too.
The issues, challenges and opportunities for the areas of the state west of the Great Dividing Range
are more complex and vastly different to those for communities to the east.
NSW Farmers considers that there is a strong economic development argument to be made for the
appointment of a Minister for Western New South Wales, whose focus would include:
 attention to the challenges of distance in service delivery and supply chains,
 being a broker both within and between government for equity in service delivery; and
 championing the needs and aspirations of primary producers and the dispersed
communities that they contribute to.
The Minister’s task would be to gain the best outcome for place‐based service delivery,
infrastructure that is fit for purpose and future proofed, and the development of decentralised
economic hubs to attract and retain skilled professionals and their families.
A critical role for a Minister for Western New South Wales would be to ensure that decentralisation
is a result of job and entrepreneurial opportunities, and that public sector and private business are
best supported to deliver economic outcomes for the local economy as well as the state’s.
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Stewardship of the land and our
environment
Stewardship of the land and our environment ensures our farming practices leave our
greatest resource ‐ our environment – stronger, and more resilient, for the future.
A sustainable agriculture industry requires a balanced approach to water, land and
biodiversity regulation; one that weighs up the economic, social and environmental
impacts of agriculture.
Our priorities
 $50 million to further improve the balance between biodiversity, agriculture
and the environment
 $50 million in additional funding to improve pest and weed management on
public and private land
 $15 million to fund an independent Agricultural Advocate

$50 million to further improve the balance between biodiversity,
agriculture and the environment
NSW Farmers is calling for $50 million to support a 10‐point plan for further reform to the
Biodiversity Conservation Act (BCA) and supporting vegetation Codes and additional
resourcing for the Local Land Services (LLS) to support the swift implementation of these
new arrangements. Through further reform, a true triple‐bottom line balance can be
achieved, in which the ongoing sustainability, productivity and conservation of our natural
environment can be achieved.
Creating a sustainable and profitable agricultural sector in New South Wales requires us to actively
manage our landscape. Better, active landscape management improves soil quality and increases
the presence of native flora and fauna. A farmers’ land is their greatest asset – they aspire to leave
it in a more sustainable and productive condition than that in which they found it.
A trusting relationship between landowners and regulatory authorities is essential to a properly‐
functioning land management regime. Despite recent reforms, trust between these two parties
remains low, with landowners still viewed as the perpetrator and, in some cases, treated with
contempt. Government must take further steps to improve the relationship between the regulator
and the regulated – as the 2014 independent panel noted:
“Rebuilding this trust will be critical to developing a workable system, especially one which
entails collaborative partnerships between the community and government.”
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Changing the law does not change the culture – a change in regulatory culture is essential to make
these laws work. More staff are desperately needed on the ground to deliver these reforms.
NSW Farmers is calling for a renewed commitment to biodiversity reform, through a 10 point plan
which targets:
 Removal of the 20 stems per hectare of invasive native species requirements: at present,
known native pest species must be maintained despite their demonstrated negative impact
on the environment. The ’20 stems per hectare’ requirement is an impractical imposition on
landholders which results in perverse environmental outcomes and biodiversity loss.
 Introduction of a statute of limitations under the Native Vegetation Act (NVA): NSW
Farmers believes that proceedings against a landholder should be commenced within two
years of an offence being alleged to have taken place. At present there is no time limit on
when an alleged offence can be reported (in either the old or the new legislation), with
landowners concerned that records will need to be kept in perpetuity in case an action is
brought against them many years into the future.
 Reform of the penalties under the Acts is needed: penalties must fit the crime, and must
not also forever cripple a landowner and their business. NSW Farmers is concerned that
penalties for minor offences are regressive and onerous, potentially resulting in a landowner
being bankrupted and walking off their land even where an environmental benefit has been
derived. A farmer converting land into productive pasture, and improving biodiversity,
should not be penalised in the same manner as a property developer laying concrete to build
houses – concrete and houses have no biodiversity value. Equally, the treatment of family
trusts and corporate trustee landholding companies must be considered separately to
‘corporations’ under the penalties regime.
 Ensure the premise of ‘innocent until proven guilty’ is enshrined in the law: the current
burden of proof sees the farmer required to prove their innocence, rather than authorities
having to prove that an offence has been committed.
 The ‘right to silence’ must be available to a landholder to ensure good faith negotiations:
farmers are concerned that unless they can seek advice ‘without prejudice’ in dealing with
the Office of Environment and Heritage and/or the Local Land Services, they will continue to
be reluctant to engage with the regulator. Working together in good faith to benefit the
environment and agriculture must be at the heart of engagements between regulators and
landowners.
 Provisions relating to the management of steep and vulnerable lands to be reviewed: the
present arrangements are overly restrictive and at odds with proper land management
practices. Perversely, heavily vegetated slopes can result in reduced biodiversity, inhibiting
groundcover growth which protects soils and instead exacerbates erosive runoff resulting in
land degradation and siltation of our waterways. These provisions must be reviewed
sensibly.
 Recalibration of biodiversity offsets, which are presently too high: a set aside greater than
1:1 for large areas is unnecessarily onerous and does not encourage use of the Codes. Set
asides do not encourage active land rehabilitation and simply seek to lock away land for an
agreed period of time. Taking a landscape and regional view of biodiversity corridors must
inform planning for set asides, which balance the needs of agriculture with the productive
capacity of the land.
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Reconsideration of ‘perpetual set asides’: set asides which require land to be locked away
‘in perpetuity’ result in a landowners’ property rights being infringed with no ability to
change or amend land uses in the future. These will result in lower land prices and cripple
the adoption of future land management innovation and best practices, a particularly acute
issue on larger properties.
Improved culture within the regulator, encouraging a greater level of compliance and
engagement: bureaucrats administering the legislation should have deeper understanding
of the practical realities of farming; consideration of decentralised management of the
legislation outside the Sydney basin would ensure the practicalities of agriculture were
adequately considered in the way the legislation was managed.
Scope for the development of region‐by‐region rules for the active management of native
vegetation: there cannot be a ‘one size fits all’ approach to land management, particularly
given the diversity of land uses and types across the state. NSW Farmers calls for the
development, as a first priority, of specific Codes covering the Great Dividing Range, north‐
west and southern New South Wales, noting the particular issues relevant to those regions.

In addition, NSW Farmers:
 remains opposed to the release of maps of native vegetation on private land pending the
development and testing of accurate technology to guide mapping development. The
development of maps will require significant resources to ensure accuracy – they must also
only be available to third parties with the express permission of the landowner and following
agreement that they are indeed accurate, and
 calls for the Government to investigate financially appropriate stewardship payments to
support retention of high‐value biodiversity, with payments linked to the productive value of
the developed land (ie the quantum of maintaining the biodiversity against the land being
developed for productive purposes).
Our call for a further $50 million is to fund the Sustainable Land Management Office (SLMO) within
the LLS so that the existing legislation, and these additional reforms, can be properly implemented.
The funding will support the placement of additional staff and resources in key areas and to swiftly
progress applications under the BCA.
Much time has already been invested in the development of a more sustainable, balanced
framework for managing native vegetation. More can still be done to ensure the right balance
between agriculture and the environment is achieved.
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$50 million in additional funding to improve pest and weed
management on public and private land
Pest animals and weeds cost the New South Wales economy nearly $2 billion per year.
NSW Farmers is calling for $50 million to increase funding to support management of
these threats to our environment, agriculture and our economy.
To effectively control pests and weeds it is imperative that all land managers play their part. The
new Biosecurity Act 2015 sets clear, tenure neutral management obligations for all landholders.
However, inadequate resourcing of the relevant government agencies severely limits the ability of
public land managers to uphold their general biosecurity duty.

Grants to support public land pest and weed management
An ongoing $20 million program for pests and weeds management on public land is needed to
improve the environment and help private landowners manage their own properties. Left
unmanaged, road and rail verges, national parks and other public land areas are safe havens for
weeds to flourish, threatening agricultural productivity and reducing biodiversity.
Once the drought breaks it is anticipated that weeds will flourish, pushing out native species and
delaying the growth of crops and the regrowth of pasture essential for livestock. Giving public land
managers financial support to better manage pests and weeds will be enable swifter drought
recovery and prevent the further incursion of weed stocks across the state.
NSW Farmers is calling for grants to be available to public land managers to assist in weed
management. This will assist local governments, national parks and others to determine the
particular issues in their area and apply for the necessary financial support to get on top of weeds
before they take hold.

Funding certainty for the Local Land Service
NSW Farmers is calling for an additional $11 million over four years to ensure that the public good
and industry coordination functions of the Local Land Service (LLS) are continued and strengthened.
LLS is a unique service provider, giving producers in New South Wales valuable assistance in
managing their lands, understanding innovation and responding to biosecurity outbreaks in addition
to natural resource management, emergency management and agricultural extension. It is essential
that this service is maintained and strengthened.
To support the essential work of the LLS, an ongoing and increased budget allocation is necessary to
allow them to comprehensively engage with the full range of tasks within their remit. We cannot
place the delivery of valuable LLS services at risk due to insufficient resourcing.
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Investing in invasive species coordinators
To deliver a strategic and coordinated invasive species plan for New South Wales, NSW Farmers is
calling for $10 million over four years to engage invasive species coordinators across all 11 LLS
regions.
The regional strategic management plans for both pest animals and weeds have now been rolled out
across the state and the invasive species coordinator role has been created to coordinate
implementation efforts in each of the 11 LLS regions.
Current drought conditions have exacerbated the effects of pest animals for many landholders
already struggling to keep their stock fed and watered. Once the drought breaks, the next issue will
be to manage the influx of weeds likely to emerge. An effective network of coordinators to manage
emerging weeds will be essential to tackling weeds early and reducing any lingering impact on the
environment.
Invasive species coordinators are engaged inconsistently across the LLS regions – some are recruited
from within existing resources, other through funds available under the recently‐broadened
provisions of the Locust Levy. NSW Farmers believes that each LLS region should have a dedicated
and properly resourced invasive species coordinator to ensure that there is a whole of landscape
approach enforced in the targeted control programs with adequate attention available and paid to
tackling pests and weeds.

Improving the interface between public and private lands
NSW Farmers is calling for $2.4 million to better understand fencing private and public lands across
the state. Landholders face considerable costs in erecting and maintaining border fencing. The
Dividing Fences Act 1991 (NSW) provides exemption for the Crown, local government, trustees of
public reserves, a roads authority, Water NSW, an irrigation council, or an Aboriginal Land Council,
from the cost of fencing between the Crown and private lands. This means that the burden of
fencing for security and biosecurity reasons falls solely onto private landholders.
To better understand the potential size and impact of the cost of fencing and pest management,
NSW Farmers is seeking the establishment of a dedicated team to map where lands in the Crown
estate adjoin private farm land. NSW Farmers considers that this would require four dedicated
project officers working across the 11 Local Land Service areas to identify the National Parks/Crown
Land perimeters and adjoining private land owners. The outcome of this may also inform a review of
the existing legislation.
With the commencement of the new Biosecurity Act 2015, and the added requirement for new
general biosecurity duties, NSW Farmers considers there is a need for a statutory review of the
Dividing Fences Act 1991, particularly as it relates to Part 4, Clause 25 Application of Act to Crown
and local authorities etc.
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Wild dog cluster fencing
NSW Farmers is calling for $4 million to improve wild dog cluster fencing. We support a co‐funding
arrangement between the state and Federal governments to erect wild dog cluster fencing in New
South Wales.
The impact of wild dogs on agricultural industries is well‐understood, particularly with regard to
lambing and kidding rates. In October 2017 it was estimated that wild dogs cost agriculture $89
million per year. The wild dog fence provides a deterrent to the south‐eastern migration of wild
dogs, covering three states – South Australia, New South Wales and Queensland.
New South Wales’ wild dog distribution data shows that dogs are becoming more prevalent,
particularly in the north‐west of the state, as the range and territory of animals expands. Wool,
sheepmeat and rangeland goats are worth over $400 million to this area of New South Wales, and
NSW Farmers considers that additional funding is needed to protect these high‐value agricultural
industries from the impact of wild dogs.

Extending the wild dog fence from Hungerford to Mungindi
Currently the New South Wales/Queensland wild dog border fence leaves the state border at
Hungerford, resulting in approximately 400km of the border to Mungindi being unprotected. NSW
Farmers considers that there is value in extending the existing dog fence and seeks a commitment to
act upon the findings of a recently‐completed feasibility study into the fence’s extension.

Kangaroo management
NSW Farmers strongly endorsed the 2018 relaxation of onerous tagging and ‘shoot and let lie’
requirements’ to manage exploding populations of kangaroos. We believe that these measures be
retained, not only during drought, but during any period where kangaroo numbers are unsustainable
and exceed the national average by more than 10 per cent.

40

F
O
$15 million to fund an independent Agricultural Advocate

C
U

Better planning for the sustainability of the agriculture sector will be the key responsibility
for a new Agricultural Advocate proposed by NSW Farmers. Better managing and
preventing land use conflict, adapting to a changing climate and understanding the true
cost of environmental stewardship are essential if we are to grow the value of agriculture
and ensure a profitable and sustainable future for the sector.
Managing the demands placed on our land is a key concern of farmers across the state. From coal
mining to emerging renewable industries, farmers want to ensure that highly productive agricultural
land is not traded for the short term gain of other industries. Planning conflicts, including from
mining or gas extraction and encroachment by housing in peri‐urban areas, must be managed to
ensure agriculture can continue to flourish. There are risks attached to some land use practices
which, if allowed to continue, could threaten the viability of farming.
Preserving our high value agricultural land is essential to the future of the industry and our capacity
to feed and clothe ourselves and millions of others around the world. Similarly, innovation in urban
design and in planning ordinances is needed to retain and grow farming in built up areas. Other
countries have found ways to enable intensive production to flourish side‐by‐side with domestic
land use. New South Wales can lead Australia in planning strategically for the future of urban
agriculture in Sydney, on the east coast and around our regional towns.
Modelled along the lines of similar advocates within government, the Agricultural Advocate will
partner with industry and engage with the agencies of government to analyse key trends in
agriculture and plan for future demand. This will not simply be limited to environmental demand,
but must also consider supply chains, competition, food safety and research and development issues
affecting agriculture.
The Advocate will report annually to Parliament on the state of agriculture in New South Wales,
outlining key trends, key challenges and opportunities for the sector. Within government, the
Advocate will be expected to be a champion for the sector, particularly in areas such as planning,
environment, transport and infrastructure and resources and energy. It will play a complementary
role to the work of industry advocacy groups such as NSW Farmers to ensure we can continue to
grow the value of agriculture towards $100 billion by 2030.
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NSW Farmers advocates on behalf of its farmer members to deliver tangible outcomes for the
farming community. Since the last election, working together with other stakeholders, advocating
for our industry and being proactive, we have achieved changes which are advancing the place of
agriculture in our economy.

Cropping and Horticulture










A new Biosecurity Act for New South Wales commenced on 1 July 2017
The successful $7 million flying fox netting scheme to protect vulnerable orchards
A new Horticulture Code of Conduct to better protect growers
Reform of pesticides regulations to recognise both the capabilities of growers and quality
assurance schemes
Led industry discussions on spray drift issues
Established an industry panel to address concerns about farm machinery fire insurance
Country of origin labelling laws
With industry, implementation of a Grains Harvest Management Scheme
An investigation into multi‐peril crop insurance, including rebates for advice about policies

Livestock









$3 million for farmers to build livestock underpasses and the installation of warning lights
Secured a national definition of free‐range eggs
$200,000 for Q‐fever awareness and rural GP training
Finalised a NSW Farmers representative position on the Stock Welfare Panel to ensure a
balanced and fair approach under the Protection of Cruelty to Animals (POCTA) Act
Successfully opposed the development of a rangeland goat harvester licensing scheme
Secured a commitment to develop a Mandatory Code of Conduct for the dairy industry
Protected the mob based traceability system for sheep and goats
Developed a unified industry position on the Australian Animal Welfare Standards and
Guidelines for Poultry that supports all production systems.

Environment









Commencement of reforms to native vegetation laws, with replacement of the Native
Vegetation Act 2003 with the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016; however significant reform
to better balance the needs of agriculture alongside the environment must still be delivered
Additional funding for Local Land Services (LLS)
A tenure‐neutral approach to weeds and pest management
First ever ‘right to farm’ policy for New South Wales
Cap on kangaroo culling licences lifted
Management of Private Native Forestry (PNF) shifted from the EPA to the LLS, and lifting of
restrictions on ‘allowables’ under the PNF Code.
Commitment to review Federal environmental law
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Administration of private native forestry (PNF) moved to the LLS
$240 million over five years for private land conservation, with a top‐up of $70 million every
year
Strengthening of landholders rights in mining and coal seam gas legislation
Enshrined in legislation the obligation for mining companies to pay landholders’ reasonable
costs
Development of a landholder guide to mining and coal seam gas
Review of the economic and social impacts of the Murray Darling Basin Plan
Developed a Next Gen Compost Program with the LLS

Rural Affairs/Business, Economics and Trade
















$6 billion for regional infrastructure and transport
$10 billion inland rail to be funded by the Australian Government
Successfully lobbied against the adoption by Essential Energy of higher electricity charges,
keeping prices 5‐10 per cent lower for consumers
Collaborated with DPI to establish the Young Farmer Business Program, securing $6 million
of program funding
Secured $165,000 to deliver ‘Tackling Rural Crime Workshops’ with NSW Police Force
Secured the retention of the legacy landline in the incoming Universal Service Guarantee
Funding for a ‘Consumer Connection’ project
Successful implementation of the effects test in competition law
Successfully lobbied for a foreign owned agricultural land register
Achieved commitment to increase digital literacy and telecommunications infrastructure for
regional and rural Australia
Successfully advocated for a Coronial General Inquiry into the 2017 Sir Ivan Doherty Road
bushfire
Assisted to secure the Rural Liaison Officer role with the NSW Rural Fire Service during fire
season
Lobbied to achieve commitment of $1 billion by NSW Government to support drought relief
and a $5 billion Drought Future Fund established by the Australian Government
Worked to achieve a harmonised National Class 1 Notice for Oversize Over Mass Agricultural
Vehicle movements
$25 million for three new Doppler Radars for Western New South Wales

Workplace relations






The Horticulture Award now recognises that packing operations may not occur on the same
farm as the picking occurred; the same award now applies across the pre‐farm gate supply
chain in the horticulture industry
Quad Bike rebate funding and increased safety outcomes through a safety rating system
Co‐party contributor to National Farmers’ Federation proceedings to oppose extreme ACTU
“family friendly work arrangements” that would have decreased on farm productivity
Limiting the impact of modern slavery and supply chain reporting requirements on farmers
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